
S Apri l 2024 

Dear 

Headquarters 
New Zealand Defence Force 
Defence House 
Private Bag 39997 
Wellington Mail Centre 
Lower Hutt 5045 
New Zealand 

OIA-2024-4932 

I refer to your email of 22 February 2024 to the Ministry of Defence requesting, under the Official 
Information Act 1982 (OIA}: 

information that the Ministry may hold and/or have passed on the Minister relating to reports 
that the Commonwealth War Cemetery in Gaza- which has 23 New Zealand graves from the 
First World War- has been bulldozed by Israel in its destruction of Gaza. And the status of the 
23 NZ WWI graves 
Information refers to: 
Reports, memos, letters, notes, advice and em ails 
Material/ike tape recordings, videos, or computer records 
Internal policies or guidelines for decision making 

This was transferred to the New Zealand Defence Force (NZDF) on 26 February 2024, in accordance 
with the OIA. 

The NZDF has no role or responsibilities in the management of Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission (CWGC) cemeteries. Emails that were sent to the office of the Minister of Defence 
containing information about the CWGC cemeteries in Gaza are at Enclosure 1. Where indicated, 
information is withheld in accordance with section 9(2)(a) of the OIA to protect private information. 
Contact details are withheld in accordance with section 9{2)(k) of the OIA to avoid the malicious or 
inappropriate use of staff information, such as phishing, scams or unsolicited advertising. Other 
information has been withheld in accordance with section 6(b)(ii) as it was provided to the NZDF by 
an international organisation on a basis of confidence. 

You have the right, under section 28(3) ofthe OIA, to ask an Ombudsman to review this response to 
your request. Information about how to make a complaint is available at 
www.ombudsman.parliament.nz or freephone 0800 802 602. 

Please note that responses to official information requests are proactively released where possible. 
This response to your request will be published shortly on the NZDF website, with your personal 
information removed. 

Yours sincerely 

AJ WOODS 
Air Commodore 
Chief of Staff HQNZDF 

Enclosure: 
1. Emails 



From: 
Se nt: 
To: 
Cc: 

Subject: 
Attachments: 

Categories: 

Thanks for chasing this one Nancy. 

Beck, Darren 
Thursday, 15 February 2024 8:09a.m. 
'Jason Cox'; Taylor, Kevin; Ministerial Services 

Nicholas, Michael, MAJ; Mcleod, John; Bale, Nancy 
FW: Commonwealth War Graves in Gaza [seemail] 

image004jpg; image002.png; image003.png; imageOOl.png 

.9(2)(i) 

Update as below and attached Jason. Still some uncertainty so we will keep the RFI open and update as/when 
further info comes to hand. 

Regards, 
D 

Darren Beck 
Director Coordination - OCDF, Chief of Staff HQ NZDF 

Te Ope Katua o Aotearoa I New Zealand Defence Force 

.9(2)(k 

www.nzdf.mil.nz 

Subject: RE: Commonwealth War Graves in Gaza 

; Taylor, Kevin ~·-g_z_)lk_J ______ __. 

Please find below the response from the CWGC Africa & Asia Area Director (which is for MCH and NZDF rather than 
any wider dissemination): 

.6(6)lii) 

Below is the media statement CWGC have been using for enquiries about this. This can be use this for any 
response to PSNA or elsewhere if required 
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"We are continually monitoring the situation in Gaza and Israel. The welfare of our colleagues and their 
families is our clear priority and we remain in regular contact with them. We are saddened by the recent 
damage to the Gaza War Cemetery and Deir £1 Belah War Cemetery, and when it is safe to do so, we will 
assess what future repairs will be needed. In the meantime, the CWGC will not be making any further 
comments." 

s.9(2)lk) 

As below •· Still awaiting 'official' response. Middle of a war zone so issue of confirmation more complicated. 
0 9 

Darren Beck 
Director Coordination - OCDF, Chief of Staff HQ NZDF 
Te Ope Katua o Aotearoa I New Zealand Defence Force 
s.9(2)(k) 

www.nzdf.mil.nz 

""" T£ OJIE KATUA 0 AOTEAROA V DEFENCE FORCE 

Kevin 
r-----" 

Subject: RE: Commonwealth War Graves 

; Ministerial Services <ministerialservices@nzdf.mil.nz>; Taylor, 

Will do- Head of Global Relations CWGC confirmed that they will send us the information we need but then we hit 
the weekend in the UK. Have followed up this week and will come back to you once we receive t he response. 

Nancy Bale (ia/she/her) 
Senior Advisor HCP Programmes, Heritage, Commemorations and Protocol 
Te Ope Katua o Aotearoa 1 New zealand Defence Force 
.9(2)lk 

HQ NZDF, 34 Bowen St, Wellington 6011 
www.nzdf.mil.nz 

""" TE OPE KATUA 0 AOTEAROA V DEFENCE FORCE 

From: Beck, Darren 
Sent: Monday, 12 February 2024 3:52p.m. 
To: Bale, Nancy ,s.9(2)(k 

Cc: Mcleod, John .9(2)(k) ; Ministerial Services <ministerialservices@nzdf.mil.nz>; Taylor, 
~--------------------
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Kevin <s.9(ZHk) 

Subject: RE: Commonwea lth War Graves 

Thanks Nancy. Let us know when we get a formal response ... some variable report ing going around at the minute. 
D 

Darren Beck 
Director Coordination - OCDF, Chief of Staff HQ NZDF 
Te Ope Katua o Aotearoa I New Zealand Defence Force 
.9 Z)(k) 

www.nzdf.mil.nz 

A T£ OP-E K.4TUA 0 AOTEAROA W DEFENCE FORCE 

From: Bale, Nancy 
Se nt: Friday, 9 February 2024 2:55 p.m. 
To: Beck, Darren .9(2J(k 

Cc: M cleod, John .s.9(Z)(k) ; M inisterial Services <ministerialservices@nzdf.mil.nz> 
~--~~------------~ Subject: RE: Commonwealth War Graves 

I have requested info from the CWGC - in the meantime the below provides some useful info 

"A second cemetery administered by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission in central Gaza offers an even 
starker example. Mangled vehicles and destroyed roads lay all around the cemetery. But the graveyard itself, which 
contains the graves of mostly Christians and some Jewish soldiers from World War I, is intact." 
https:Uedit ion.cnn.com/2024/01/20/middleeast/israel-gaza-cemeteries-desecrated-investigation-intl-cmd 

See also the below press releases re CWGC staff and previous instances of damage 
100 year family tie ensures CWGC Gaza cemeteries flourish - January 2023 
The Jaradrah family have been tending CWGC Gaza War Cemetery since it was first built with Head Gardener 
Ibrahim Jaradrah representing the fourth generation to work in a very challenging environment. 

Gaza War Cemetery repaired after recent unrest - July 2021 
Our team in Gaza has undertaken repairs after recent unrest in the region caused damage to one of our cemeteries. 

Nancy Bale (ia/she/her) 
Senior Advisor HCP Programmes, Heritage, Commemorations and Protocol 

Te Ope Katua o Aotearoa I New Zealand Defence Force 
.9 2f(k 

HQ NZDF, 34 Bowen St, Wellington 6011 
www.nzdf.mil. nz 

A T£0P£ KlTUA O AOTEAROA W DEFENCE FORCE 

From: Beck, Darren 
Sent: Friday, 9 February 2024 2:10p.m. 
To: Bale, Nancy .9(2J(k) 

Cc: Mcleod, John <'·9(Z)(k) 

Subject: FW: Commonwealth War Graves 
; Ministerial Services <min isterialservices@nzdf .mil.nz> 
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Fact check thanks Nancy .... 
D 

Darren Beck 
Director Coordination - OCDF1 Chief of Staff HQ NZDF 

Te Ope Katua o Aotearoa I New zealand Defence Force 
s.9{2f(k) ..:....:.... __ 
www.nzdf.mil. nz 

s.9(2)(k) ; Berry, Greer 

Subject: FW: Commonwea lth War Graves 

Afternoon All, 

The office has received the below. Can we please: 
• Confirm the accuracy ofthe information, 
• Provides lines for t he M inister. 

· Beck Darren .:j8.9(2)(k 
I I 

Palestine Solidarity Network Aotearoa 

9 February 2024 

Media Release: 

.1; Taylor, Kevin 

Israeli desecration of graves in Gaza includes damage to New Zealand war graves from WW1 

PSNA is calling on the government to investigate reports that the Commonwealth War Cemetery in Gaza- which has 
23 New Zealand graves from the First World War - has been damaged by Israel in its war on Gaza. 
The Guardian newspaper reports: 

'The damage has also included an ancient Roman cemetery and the Commonwealth war cemetery, where 
more than 3,000 British and commonwealth soldiers are buried after dying in battles during the first and 
second world wars" 

There are 23 graves of New Zealand soldiers in the cemetery. 
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~MORGAN LINDlEY MIDDLETON LM 0 Trooper Au;:klor.d l\lloun~od Rlfi ... N.Z.E.F. N'ew ZN.Iond GAiA WAR CEMETERY 

~on~ HtOt fRANK GI~8£RT FG 22Sor.l~· N w Ze~ltnd {ngt~eott rs N'ottw Ze.J!Inll (JAZ_IJ. WAR «M£T£RY 

649!o42 0\JNIPA(£ JOHN 0 S-r,!f)er t(;!w z.,_.'land f~~Stneottrs N"ewZUilnd Gl>'lA WAR «M£TERY 
65CQI9 HAGUE ALFRED WllllAM AVI o Trooper w .. u..,g.tCI! V..a1111tod RJ.flas, N.Z.E.F. N'e:wzew~ nd GAZA WAR CWETERY 
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6S~2 TUTAiiAY:E 0 .Pnv.J~i!' t.i"ew Z~'land MJOrtjPioneet)llauahon lfewZeaUnd GAlA WAR «M£TERY 
0!61~ WlLKINJSON GEORGE G 33 Liln.ce C<II"JC•mt<lrburyMowrlod Rldlas. .Z.E.F. N'C>'lZNJ.and GAZA WAR CEMETERY 

6Sl~'l THOMSON AllAN /AIMfS CA:RROll IIIC 0 Ttoope< Q,nbertoury •tl.lo""'tO!C Rilles. tl.Z-E,F. lle•' zeabnd C.Alll. WAR C{M{T£RY 

E49-180 giSHOP l<lfllm~J\!C A~ 0 Troojio!f' t."<!w2NIInd OIIIilbllln. lfe>'£ Z!>.IUnd GAlA WAR CG\IETERY 

649621 SiURP.DW EDWARD BENJAMIN EB 26 Ttooprt< c.. .. ti!rburyMawrtod Riflrts. N.Z.E.F. N'ew ZN.Iond GAZA WAR Ct:MffiRY 
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~B MUIJ«l~ND ARTHUR .:. 0 Soerje~nl OtlH!rbuf'\1 Mo..n!O!C Ro11f!S. .u.~. l'lewze~M G/lZJJ. WAR C£M£TeRY 

66Qlf4 HUG !S C:llARUS c 0 Troope< I'T<!II stoo Miornrlr;d Alfks,. .:z..r.F. NewZe•t.nd G.OZA WAR CV.IffERY 
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Earlier reports show appalling and deliberate damage and bodies desecrated in at least 16 other cemeteries across 
Gaza and Canada reported damage to the war cemetery where Canadian soldiers lie alongside New Zealanders. 
According to a CNN report: 

Cemeteries are given protections as "civilian objects" under international/ow and are afforded special 
protections, with limited exceptions. 

''Israel has always flouted international/ow and the desecration of cemeteries adds to the long list of its war crimes 
in Gaza" says PSNA National Chair John Minto. 
"We are asking the government to investigate this report of damage to our soldiers' graves as we continue to call on 
the government to speak out against other Israeli war crimes such as collective punishment of Palestinians and the 
credible risk of genocide in Gaza as ruled by the International Court of Justice" 

The land for the cemetery was gifted by the people of Palestine. 
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We are not aware that any New Zealand politician has ever visited these graves in Gaza so perhaps the Prime 
Minister will turn his back on Israeli desecration of our history as he has on the slaughter of Palestinians in Gaza . 

. 9(2)(iJ 

s.9(Zf(i) (WGCDR) 
NZDF Private Secretary 1 Office of Hon Judith Collins KC MP 

Attorney-General ! Minister of Defence 1 Minister for Digitising Government 
Minister Responsible for the GCSB I Minister Responsible for the NZSIS 
Minister of Science. Innovation and Technology I Minister for Space 
Lead Coordination Minister for the Government's Response to the Royal Commission's Report into the Terrorist Attack o 
Christchurch Mosques 
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I ,. .. . , 
( 

'8.9l2llal 
'="":---=~~~~=--~----:::--:-:-:':"' 1 Website: www. Beehive,govt.nz 
Private Bag 18041, Parliament Buildings, Wellington 6160, New Zealand 

Authorised by Hon Judith Collins MP, Parliament Buildings, Wellington 

Disclaimer. The information in this email (including attachments) is confidential and may be legally privi leged. If an addressing or transmission error 
has misdirected this email, please notify the author by replying to this email and destroy the message. If you are not the Intended recipient, any 
use, disclosure, copying or distribution is prohibited and may be unlawful. Please note information about meetings related to the Ministers' portfolios 
will be proactively released (this does not include personal or co nstituency matters). For each meeting in scope, the summary would list: date, time 
(start and finish), brief description, location, who the meeting was with, and the portfolio. If you attend a meeting with the Minister on behalf of an 
organisation, the name of the organisation will be released. If you are a senior staff member at an organisation, or meet with the Minister in your 
personal capacity, your name may also be released. The location of the meeting will be released, unless It is a private residence. The proactive 
release will be consistent with the provisions in the Official Information Act, including privacy considerations. Under the Privacy Act 1993 you have 
the right to ask fo r a copy of any personal information we hold about you, and to ask fo r itto be corrected if you think it is wro ng. If you'd like to ask 
for a copy of your information, or to have it corrected, or are concerned about the release of your information in the meeting disclosure, please 
contact the sender. You can read more about the proactive release policy at https://www.dia.qovt.nz/Proactive-Releases#MS 
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