
?f October 2024 

Dear 

Headquarters 
New Zealand Defence Force 
Defence House 
Private Bag 39997 
Wellington Mail Centre 
Lower Hutt 5045 
New Zealand 

OIA-2024-5122 

I refer to your ema il of4 August 2024 to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade requesting, under 

the Official Information Act 1982 (OIA}, all briefings, notes, reports, aides-memoire, and written 
advice provided to support engagement with a congressional delegation of the United States of 
America to New Zealand during August 2024. 

On 13 August 2024 you r request was transferred to the New Zealand Defence Force (NZDF} in 
accordance with section 14(b)(i i) of t he OIA. Copies of the briefings are enclosed. Where indicated, 
information is withheld in accordance with section 6(a) of the OIA to avoid prejudice to the securit y 
or defence of New Zealand and the international relations of the Government of New Zealand; 
section 6(b)(i) of t he OIA as the release of this information would be li kely to prejudice the 
entrusting of information to the Government of New Zealand on a basis of confidence by the 
government of any other country or any agency of such a government; and section 6(d) of the OIA as 
making the information available wou ld be likely to endanger the safety of any person. Slide 4 of 
Enclosure 2 is a repeat of slide 3 and was used to high light that 3 Squadron is the only unit that does 
not use United States' aircraft. 

You have the right, under section 28(3} of the OIA, to ask an Ombudsman to review this response to 

your request. Information about how to make a complaint is available at 
www.ombudsman.parliament.nz or freephone 0800 802 602. 

Please note that responses to official information requests are proactively released where possible. 
This response to your request will be published shortly on the NZDF website, with your personal 

information removed. 

Yours sincerely 

AJ WOODS 
Air Commodore 
Chief of Staff HQNZDF 

Enclosures: 
1. RNZN US Congressional DEFENSE & MILCON I VA Sub-Committee, 4 August 2024 
2. RNZAF US Congressional DEFENSE & MILCON I VA Sub-committee, 4 August 2024 
3. Defence Science and Technology US Congressional DEFENSE & MILCON I VA Sub-Committee, 

4 August 2024 
4. Te Maia Hei Toa United States Congressional Delegation Visit, 4 August 2024 
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DEFENCE POLICY QB.JIECTIVES 
Defence will act earl'{ and deliberate!•( in pursuing and protecting our defence interests, particularly in and for 

tlte Pacific by: 

l _ Promoting and protecting New zealand defence interests in our regton, particularly in tft.e Padfic 

2- COntributing gloobally to collective security efforts that protect New Zealand's ~tere:sts and values 

3_ Responding to events in New Zealand, our region and globally where required 

Q DEFENCEFORC0E 

Defence Strate 

• Understand 
• Partner 

•Act 

C) oiFetlcE'F'oRci PBPoseidon 
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Defence Strategy 

• Understand 

•Partner 
•Act 

Q DEFENCEFORC0E McMurdo Medical Evacuation - 2024 

Defence Strategy 

• Understand 

• Partner 

•Act 

C) oiFetlcE'F'oRci HMNZS AOTEAROA -Fleet Tanker 

USCG cutter Harriet Lane 

CTF 150 Deployment - 2025 
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US Congressional DEFENSE & MILCON / VA Sub-Committee
04 August 2024
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A trusted, nationally-integrated, and globally connected full-
spectrum special operations force that is orientated and 

prepared to support New Zealand’s national interests.

SPECIAL OPERATIONS DEFINITION

Special Operations are focused, often discreet, operations of an 

unorthodox and frequently high risk nature, undertaken to achieve 

significant political or military objectives that are outside the current 

capability of conventional forces.

NZ SPECIAL OPERATIONS VISION
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New Zealand Special Forces Concept - TE MAlA HEI TOA 

We provide the Government with a unique capability that adds significant military and Inter-agency value 

Our vision 

A trusted. nationally-integrated . and 
globally connected full-spectrum special 
operations force that is orientated and 

prepared to support New Zealand's 
national interests. 

What are Special Operations? 

Special Operations are focused. often 
discreet, operations of an unorthodox 

and frequently high risk nature, 
undertaken to achieve significant political 
or military objectives that are outside the 
current capabi lity of conventional forces. 

What do we do? 

- Conduct Special Reconnaissance to 
inform strategic decision-making 

- Conduct Direct Action 
to defeat threats and influence outcomes 

- Train and Assist partners to enable 
their. and NZ's. desired outcomes 

What we deliver 

What is our role? 

New Zealand Special Forces exist within 
a policy framework set by Government 
that directs w hat we are capable of 
achieving, how we are resourced . and 
why we are needed. 

Generates spec,ia/ forces, special operations capabi!'ly, 
advises oo and cofllm211ds special operaUons 

A foroe caoobfe of conducting coalition operations ac.ross 
the spectrum of conflict to ochieve stmreQic effects. 

$pooja/jst caoabilitios mad<> availablo to the Civil Authority 
at immediate notice for counter terrorism and other 
complex res()OIISes. 

High fiJad'IOOss COI>3bllitios that can QuicJ</y roo<;/ to 
rooional crisos indepondonl/y or in S!IPI>Ofl of tho joint 
force and p;Jrtners. 

Dom9StiC atl(J e~<IXIOitK:>nary EXPlOSiVe Or<Jnanc9 DiSI>Osal 
(E'OOJ ~and~ national chemical, bio.'oQica( 
f8diolo(JicaJ.and liXolosii/6 rMckJr..sal$ C80at:Nb'ty; 

Special Operations Tomorrow 

New Zealand is facing a more challenging and more complex strategic environment than ever before. NZSF is a critical part of the NZDF's ability to act early and deliberately shape our 
security environment. Through our core tasks. NZSF w ill contribute to a secure, sovereign . and resi lient New Zealand . Futur·e NZSF operations may range across a spectrum from 
cooperation to conflict. NZSF remains an agile organization capable of operating in various environments. including partnered operations in the remote Pacific region and highly complex 
and technical domestic and global operations. NZSF w ill evolve as required to meet these challenges and stands ready to respond as needed. 
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EOD Squadron 
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Establish a sustained readiness model 

Optimise Command and Control 

Retention of our families and our operators 
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